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charming aptitude for assassinations, A pair of kings,
after dinner, will divert themselves by thrusting each
his sword through the other's body, as did Yngve and
Alf. Another pair ride out on a morning for a frolic,
and, finding no weapon near, will take the bits out of
their horses' mouths, and crush each other's heads
with them, as did Alric and Eric. The sight of a
tent-cord or a cloak-string puts them on hanging
somebody, a wife, or a husband, or, best of all, a king.
If a farmer has so much as a hayfork, he sticks it into
a King Dag. King Ingiald finds it vastly amusing to
burn up half-a-dozen kings in a hall, after getting
them drunk Never was poor gentleman so surfeited
with life, so furious to be rid of it, as the Northman.
If he cannot pick any other quarrel, he will get him-
self comfortably gored by a bull's horns, like Egil, or
slain by a land-slide, like the agricultural King
Onund. Odin died in his bed in Sweden; but it was
a proverb of ill condition, to die the death of old aga
King Hake of Sweden cuts and slashes in battle, as
long as he can stand, then orders his war-ship, loaded
with his dead men and their weapons, to bo taken
out to sea, the tiller shipped, and the sails spread;
being left alone, he sets fire to some tar-wood, and
lies down contented on deck. The wind blew off the
land, the ship flew, burning in clear flame, out between
the islets into the ocean, and there was the right end
of King Hake.

The early Sagas are sanguinary and piratical; the
later are of a noble strain. History rarely yields us
better passages than the conversation between King